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Potential Verbs

We use the potential verb to say that someone “can,” or “has the ability to,” do some-

thing, or that something is “possible.”

We make potential verbs using the rules listed below:

ru-verbs: Drop the final -ru and add -rareru.
B2 mi-ru) > B 5N (mi-rareru)
| » »
! y-verbs: Drop the final -u and add -eru.
i:J< (ik-u)y > "b‘é (ik-eru) ??'D > ??Zé
éﬁ? > ﬁ’d% .,fh 5 > i@%
%5 > %zé §bE(9:; > gEda%
| K< > KIFB 0 ES) > Bh3
LS Bk & &
| RS 2> WD
: 5% HE
irregular verbs:
<3 > Ibohd EES >  TE3

You may note that the potential forms of r«-verbs are considerably longer than those of
the u#-verbs, which happen to end in the Airagana % . (Compare /% 5# % and ]R# 5 in the
above list.) There actually are shorter, alternative potential forms of ru-verbs and the
irregular verb < %, which are made by adding the suffix -reru, instead of -rareru. These
ra-less forms are gaining popularity, but are considered slightly substandard.

i ]
potential forms  alternative potential forms

ru-verbs: .‘jt;',% > ;':i:‘. 5h3 tl;'.ﬂ% \
85 > B5n3 =n3 J
\

irregular verb: <3 > bnd nsd

Potential verbs themselves conjugate as regular ru-verbs.

f 184‘\ EHEE X T,
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ﬁ- 47]< YA RITLVATT,

( The Ir uth is) 1 cannot swim.

ﬁﬁ?b &> 70T, w!i ?Tt‘fi*&A,“C L7

We could not go to the beaclz because it rained.

The table below summarizes the conjugation pattern of potential verbs.

‘i short forms long forms ;
[[ affirmative negative affirmative negative |
;m%mt 25N3  BEonKL RONET  Bonsth |
| past Ronle Rohighofz BonElLi E5hFtATUE f
‘ te-form %Bﬂ.t - ’ ’ |

L S

Those verbs that take the particle % can take either # or #* when they have been made
into the potential. T X 3%, the potential counterpart of the verb ¥ 2%, is somewhat special,
and takes #* almost all the time. (The use of # with T X 2 is considered highly substan-
dard.) All particles other than % remain the same when the verb is turned into the

potential.
— _ — -
‘l verbs with %:
BFEGG > EFHIBOD o ETERESD
| ALk Bh LT & MU T & w
| 935-TES:
‘\ 1;%@3_5 > ti%@tﬁgé (&%Etié is considered substandard.) ‘

“ verbs with particles other than %:
| WIcED > WICEND (No particle change involved.) \
PET OEF PET ODIF

@ L

To give the reason for something, we can use the conjunction »* .

(reason) A5, (situation),

L _

Qi) LTU¥=F 4 —IZRBVATT A,
Why aren’t you coming to the party?

A %Lf:vt%ivb 556, 58I BBEL L (LW RWATT,

I have t0 study foday, because there will be an exam tomorrow.
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@Fill in the chart.
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A. Change the verbs into the potential forms.
Example: 72:N% — /AxXLin3%

132§ 2. %% 3.\ ¢ 4. 7N % 5.¢ 3 6. A% 7. 5 3
8. a3 9. ot 0. 32 1. BXS 12, b& 1313745 ¢

B. Describe the things that Mary can do.

Example: X7 ) =3 A13—F okiF £ T,
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in Japanese early in the morning hot bath
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