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el Potential Verbs
We use the potential verb to say that someone "can," or "has the abi l i ty to," do some-
thing, or that something is "possible."

We make potential verbs using the rules listed belorv:

ru-verbs:

n6
a)

u-verbs:

l i<
L \

EEg
H-
7t'

t]( <
@ d

ff,3i
b z

i r regular

< 6

Drop the final -ru and add -rareru.

(mi-ru) ) nbnA (mi-rareru)

Drop the f inal -u and add -eru.

(ik-u) t EVA (ik-eru) 'Ec

t E=f;tf 5 -;riti
{*a t

t #26 ryu,
t t'1(lj6 EI6

f j j x

t tr^.6
6Z

verbs:

r  zbna

t
t
t
t

'#<6
---,fi'ba

9ETJ6
l-

Evn6
x

t6 ) e*5 l

You ma)' note that the potential forms of ru-verbs are considerabll' longer than those of
the ez-verbs, rvhich happen to end in the hiragana 6. (Compare 

rybfu4 andlr7ttA in the
above list.) There actualll ' are shorter, alternative potential forms of nt-verbs and the
irregular verb ( 6, rvhich are made bl'adding the suffix -reru, instead of -rarerzz. These
ra-less forms are gaining popularitl., but are considered slightly substandard.
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t

ru-verbs:

i r regular

f r 6 - t
c

F,6 t
a)

verb:  <6 t

potential forms

frbna
e

F,bn6
a)

zbn6

alternative potential forms

frn6,
c

f,n6
a)

zn6

Potential verbs themselr,es
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I can speak Japnnese.

conjugate as regular ru-verbs.
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(The truth il I cannot srcim.

nErp+ 
-> t: o)T, 14l: i i l t  * ra-, <" L /..

we could not go to the beaclt, becattse it rainerl.

The table belolv summarizes the conjugation pattern of potential verbs.

present

past

fe-form

short

aff irmative

nbn6
a)

R btl"tc
a)

R,bn<
a)

forms

negat ive

Hbttttvt
a,

F,bttfth'=f=
a)

aff irmative

Rbn*t
A,

long forms

negative

nbnt-tA)
a,

Ebn**Uh f,bn#-tlvrcUtc

Those verbs that take the particle t can take either t or iJ rvhen they have been made
into the potential. (" 3 6 , the potential counterpart of the verb t z, , is somelvhat special,
and takes ir almost all the time. (The use of t rvith (" 3 6 is considered highly substan-
dard') All particles other than t remain the same rvhen the verb is turned into the
potential.

verbs with f t :

,E+Affiil
h'lu U - &.

f5-ct5:
ft#at6

verbs with particles

LIJI;H5 '
$+-^ r=

t ,E+75\ffidDA or E+A--afrb6
h ' / ! U - &

t {t-De*6 ( ' f}-Ae'35 is considered substandard.)
other than ft:

L|] f ;Hn6 (No part icle change invotved.)
t5*-otti

L

el ^-u
To gi 'e the reason for something, we can use the conjunct ion h,  b.

l,'"u*n;C, r'n**n)"-

Q :  f " i  L a . t r ' - f

Why aren't you

A : fr> L /: i{,$ft h; fr>
I haue io'itudr-

4  -  f  : * / i r ' L < ' f  i ' "
corning to tlte l)arttt2

6 h ' i ' ,  A n l J f t t i g L t
: '  ;  

- r  - \ , i  
_ i . . -

todaJt, becattse there uill

(  L r l . l i t l ' L T - f "

be an exa?n tontorrou.
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Fl3# Potential Verbs -1

tt Fill in the chart.

dictionary form te-form potential potential negative
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f r b t u 6 t r b f u X u ,

5.

6.

L 2 .  h . Z f

13 .  h 'z  6
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in Japanese

(10)

A. Change the verbs into the potential forms. @

Example: t:^i 6 -> /: .\ i, tA 6

1 .  l j a ' f  z . - f A  3 . r \ (  4 .
8 .  t r 6  9 .  o L -  1 0 .  * c  1 1 .

B. Describe the things that Mary can do. @

Example: . /  7 r l  -  3

Ex. (1)

l k m

LIJ-+

Yi

Japanese song

(11 )

A 6
, .+  +
I J  l :  . . )

7 .  r b 6

a
hot bathin Japanese earlf in the morning
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